
Social and Political Change
on South University

hen local merchants began the Ann Arbor Art
Fair in July 1960, South University catered to

both townspeople and students. During 40 years of
social and political change, the fair grew into a city-
wide extravaganza. In the twentieth century, as frater-
nities, sororities, dormitories, and student rooms
concentrated nearby, South University had become a
focus of student activity. At this corner in the 1950s
and 1960s you could have seen homecoming parades
or panty raiders shouting “To the hill!” (women‘s

dorms). The 1980s saw a basketball riot and the
1990s the Naked Mile.

Political activities as well as pranks have always
been a part of student life. Earlier students, fueled by
alcohol, youth, and boredom, had torn up the town’s
wooden sidewalks for bonfires, disabled trolley cars,
and shouted down presidential candidate William
Jennings Bryan. They vigorously debated abolition,
temperance, wars, and women’s suffrage. During the
Vietnam War, Ann Arbor became a center of the

nationwide social and political firestorm. Students 
for a Democratic Society (SDS) and peace teach-ins
originated at UM. Those turbulent years began with
civil rights picketing, intensified with antiwar protests,
White Panthers, Black Action Movement (BAM)
strikes, and demonstrations for women’s liberation
and gay rights. “Make love not war!” and “Power 
to the people!” affronted middle-class values and
expressed the new rebellious spirit that led to 
hippies, the sexual revolution, and the Hash Bash.
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by the 1971 art fair, 
psychedelic rock,
long hair, afros, 
and tie- dyed t-shirts 
had replaced the hit
parade music, crew
cuts, suits, ties, 
hats and gloves of
the 1950s.

minority students 
on south university
returning from 
a three-day 
sit-in at the um 
administration 
building.

the first hash
bash brought
thousands of
young people 
to the diag on 
april fool’s 
day 1971 to 
celebrate 
ann arbor’s
lenient 
penalties 
for smoking 
marijuana.

on a hot june night in 1969, over
1,000 youths tried to “liberate”
south university and turn it into a
“people’s park.” on the third night
of escalating conflict, city police
and sheriff’s deputies responded
to rock throwing by using tear 
gas and nightsticks to clear the
street. this incident symbolized 
for many the political and social
upheaval of the time.

officers with night-
sticks, riot helmets, 
and gas masks, form a 
line on south university 
at church street, 
june 1969.


