
The Ann Arbor Bus Station, ca. 1938

   n 1929 long-distance buses replaced the electric
     interurban for travel between Ann Arbor and 
other cities. The first interurban in the state had 
linked Ann Arbor and Ypsilanti in 1891. Junius 
Beal, UM Regent and one of the main stockholders, 
explained that it was greatly helped by the fact 
that “Ann Arbor had 3,000 boys and not enough 
girls; Ypsilanti had 1,000 girls at the Normal College 

[now EMU] and not enough boys.” Interurbans 
ran east on Packard to Detroit and west on Huron 
to Jackson every half hour or hour.
 The era of the interurban ended due to com-
petition from buses, autos, and trucks. Interstate 
buses used the old interurban station until it was 
demolished in 1939 and a modern bus depot 
built in 1940.
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From Interurbans to Buses

in this 1938 photo a parked bus of the blue goose 
line is bound for lansing. “mac’s taxi” provided 
transportation to the station. interstate bus lines 
such as greyhound, shortway, and blue goose used 
this old interurban station and the modern bus depot 
that replaced it in 1940.

(left) it’s 1915 and the coliseum roller 
skating rink recently opened up in 
the old armory building next to the 
interurban ticket office. the station 
tower held the electric transformers 
that converted AC to DC current to 
power the interurban. note the sign 
in front: detroit united lines, waiting 
room, ticket office.

(right) the interurban car is on the 
curved track leading into the ann arbor 
station. in the background at left is 
the glazier building at huron and main.  
the interurban made it easy to attend 
stage shows, concerts, and football 
games in ann arbor. “special” excursion 
cars brought riders from ypsilanti to live 
performances at the whitney theater, 
around the corner on north main street.

the old ann arbor interurban/bus 
station is demolished, may, 1939


