
A 1956 Urban Renewal Plan

A Changing Neighborhood

n 1956 civic leaders launched a plan, using fed- 
eral urban renewal funds, to remove “blight”

and rebuild this mostly black neighborhood. Many
buildings around you were proposed for demoli-
tion. Both black and white leaders disagreed among
themselves whether the plan would improve the
neighborhood or destroy the fabric of the black
community. At least 500 residents would have been
displaced, 400 of them black. In 1959 City Council
narrowly passed the plan, but newly elected
Mayor Cecil Creal vetoed it as too disruptive.
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slated for demolition, braun
court (left), a double row of
modest houses off north fourth
avenue, was built by carpenter
samuel braun in 1917-18. it was
remodeled in the 1980s into
restaurants, bars, and shops. 

the stofflet block (right), 
at east kingsley and detroit
streets, was occupied by black
tenants before its eight rental
flats were expanded into bi-level
condominiums in the 1980s.

Sponsored by the Ann Arbor branch of the 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (naacp)
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“we will fight this
thing from the low-
est court to the
supreme court of 
the united states….
it’s diabolical!”
thundered reverend
c. w. carpenter, 
pastor of second
baptist church, 
at a large public
meeting on the
urban renewal 
plan. 

according to this map, urban renewal
would have cleared the whole block
between summit and depot streets,
west of north fourth avenue. 
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buildings indicated in black
were slated for demolition 
in this urban renewal plan.

the market place building (above),
the ann street block (below), kerry-
town market and shops, the treasure
mart, and zingerman’s delicatessen,
are all in renovated buildings once
marked for demolition.

Other forces changed the neighborhood. City
Council passed a fair housing law in 1963 and a
stronger one in 1965. The neighborhood school,
Jones Elementary (later Community High), was
75% black in 1965 when it was closed and its stu-
dents dispersed by bus to other schools in an
effort at desegregation. By the 1970s blacks were
leaving the neighborhood. The churches moved.
In that decade, black and white citizens working
together defeated plans for a downtown bypass
that would have split the neighborhood.

 


